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TEACHERS - REMOTE AREA HOUSING 

621. Mr R.F. JOHNSON to the Minister for Education and Training:   
I refer to the ongoing and despicable case of a teacher who has been forced to live on the floor of a friend’s 
house in Warburton with his six-week-old child and partner because he stood up to this government and refused 
to live in the hovel provided for him by the Department of Education and Training.  I have in my hand the photos 
that show how he has to live with a six-week-old baby on the floor in one room of a friend’s house.   

(1) Given that the teacher has continued to work while his child and post-operative partner have been 
forced to reside in almost medieval conditions, why has he now had his car confiscated by the 
minister’s department, leaving him and his family stranded in Warburton? 

(2) Why has this teacher been threatened that his job is at risk if he does not return to Wingellina, despite 
his vehicle being confiscated and appropriate housing not being provided in that community by the 
government?  The minister should not fob us off with a story that he is waiting for a plumber to come 
from another area.   

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I suppose I should thank the member for Hillarys for the question.  I had questions last week on the same subject 
from the member for Vasse and the member for Darling Range.  The first question from the member for Vasse 
was riddled with factual inaccuracies, in which he alleged things that were not true.  I am still waiting for him to 
come into this house and explain the reason for that misrepresentation.   

(1)-(2) The member for Hillarys made a number of assertions in his question in an attempt to stir up a sensitive 
issue between the department and one of its employees.  As I outlined to the house last week, this case 
involves a remote location, 1 100 kilometres north of Kalgoorlie.  Mr Speaker, coming from a country 
electorate, you would understand how remote it is.  However, members such as the member for Hillarys 
would not understand that.  This is a very remote location; it is a long way from Kalgoorlie and other 
locations.   

As I said last week, a plumber was dispatched from Alice Springs to Wingellina to fix the problem.  He 
found on arrival that the problem was greater than he was able to fix.  Subsequent to that, some 
arrangements have been under negotiation between the department and this teacher and his family.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You nicked his car and he can’t even drive his baby anywhere.   

The SPEAKER:  Member for Hillarys, when the answer gets to the point that you do not like it, it is not an 
opportunity for you to yell to drown out the minister.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Subsequent to that, there has been some negotiation between the department and this 
teacher to try, in a sensitive way, to resolve his problems.  We have offered this teacher other housing to meet his 
needs.  What we have also offered is accommodation at a roadhouse, which is the nearest thing to a motel in that 
community.  That has not been able to be brought to fruition, and discussions and negotiations are continuing 
between the department and this teacher to resolve these issues.  It will not be fruitful, and there will be little 
chance of success if, this issue, which is an employment-related issue between the department and a teacher in a 
remote community about his housing situation, is politicised.  I realise he has a six-month-old child and a 
partner.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  A six-week-old child. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I acknowledge that there is a significant degree of angst on the part of this teacher over 
this matter.  We are attempting to resolve the issue to the satisfaction of all parties involved.  It does not really 
help the situation to have persons of the calibre of the member for Hillarys coming into this place and making, in 
his typical way, all sorts of allegations to try to inflame the situation.   
 


